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SWEETEST LOVE

Performance Notes

The English poet John Donne (1572-1631) wrote a poem entitled Song perhaps as a farewell to his wife when he set
out on a journey to Europe in 1611. I chose it as the text for this piece since it matched the theme of the Aradia
Ensemble’s concert, of a journey to Europe (Venice), and because each verse of the poem expressed a different aspect
of the experience of separation. The poet’s emotions seem to range widely and wildly, fitting the concert’s capriccio
title. Musically, I wished to focus on the tenderness of feeling of Donne for his wife, which is realized with long,
expressive musical phrases and a pulsing, mostly harmonious accompaniment. As the poet explores other feelings that
wax closer to loneliness, despair, and powerlessness, I indulge musical caprices that follow this emotional course,
allowing the musical language to grow more dramatic and intense. Eventually the poet consoles himself with a theme

of sleep and the music likewise ebbs and draws to a close.

January 30, 2012

Chris Meyer

Sweetest love, I do not goe,
For weariness of thee,
Nor in hope the world can show
A fitter Love for mee,
But since that I
Must dye at last, 'tis best,
To use myself in jest

Thus by fain'd deaths to dye;

Yesternight the sun went hence,
And yet is here today,
He hath no desire nor sense,
Nor halfe so short a way:
Then feare not mee,
But beleeve that I shall make
Speedier journeyes, since I take

More wings and spurres than hee.

Saturday, February 18, 2012
at the Glenn Gould Studio, Toronto, Ontario
with the Aradia Ensemble
and Mezzo-soprano Marion Newman

Song by John Donne (c. 1611)

O how feeble is mans power,
That if good fortune fall,

Cannot adde another houre,
Nor a lost houre recall!

When thou sigh'st, thou sigh'st not winde,
Buct sigh'st my soule away,
When thou weep'st, unkindly kind,
My lifes blood doth decay.
It cannot be
That thou lov'st me as thou say'st,
If in thine my life thou waste,
That art the best of mee.

Timing: Approximately 8 minutes

Performances

Let not thy divining heart
Forethinke me any ill,

Destiny may take thy part,
And may thy fears fulfill,

But thinke that wee

Are but turn'd aside to sleepe;

They who one another keepe
Alive, ne'er parted bee.

Saturday, February 25, 2012
at the Old Firehall, Ottawa, Ontario
with the Aradia Ensemble
and Mezzo-soprano Marion Newman
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Music by Chris Meyer
Poem by John Donne (1572-1631)
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