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HOPE ¢ THE GIFT OF YOUTH

Performance Notes

A remarkable gift possessed by youth is their boundless hope, untainted by the cynicism and compromises of the older generations. While young, youth
remind us of our obligations to the future, and as they grow, they begin to realize the full power of their convictions and their abilities to transform hope

into reality. This composition chronicles the experience of hope and the emotional journeys it brings.

The ponderous clang of the low percussion and dissonant rumble of the strings begins this musical journey with the enemy of hope: doubt. The main
theme emerges from the contrabassoon and ripples in and out of the orchestral veil of doubt. Optimistic chords press their way through the veil and
brings the orchestra towards its first glimpse of hope. The theme is transformed through the tuba into a long, climbing, noble melody as determination
takes hold and we muster our strength in pursuit of our hopes. Our new-felt strength allows us to dream of the future, of our hopes fulfilled, as the
orchestra changes to cheerful, weaving melodies in the woodwinds and a shimmering accompaniment from solo string players. Our dreams turn to
longing, as the distance from dream to reality becomes all too clear. The cheerful melodies now ache with unfulfilled promise and release a passionate
utterance through the strings of the orchestra. However, despair settles in and begins to grow as the challenges seem too great and our emotions
overwhelming. The orchestra builds to a jarring and dissonant climax when the clang and veil of doubt returns. This time, with emotional energy spent,
doubt gradually dissolves into a quiet and patient resolve. The dissonant rumble of the strings melts away revealing a glowing major chord and the true
power of hope. The musical theme that began with the contrabassoon is now a tender, growing melody that climbs higher and higher, picking up

strength and inevitability. Optimism returns to the woodwinds as the orchestra builds to the final, ringing climax and our hopes come to fulfillment.
May 2016

Chris Meyer

Orchestration

1 Piccolo
3 Flutes (3" Flute doubles Picc. 2)
3 Oboes
English Horn
Clarinet in Eb
2 Clarinets in A
Bass Clarinet
3 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F
4 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
4 Percussion (vibraphone, glockenspiel,
chimes, tam-tam, bass drum, suspended cymbal,
crash cymbals, tambourine, triangle)
Harp
Piano / Celesta
Violins I, II
Violas
Cellos

Basses

First Performances

The National Youth Orchestra of Canada, summer tour 2016
Elora, Toronto, Montreal, Lisbon

Timing

8 minutes
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